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The superb boat under full sail carrying Daniel 
Craig and his co-star during the movie is the 
Bodrum built Regina, a luxury gulet-style yacht  
launched in 2011.  Regina is managed by one of 
our partners, Pruva Yachting, which also manages 
Primadonna and Atalante which many Timeless 
clients have enjoyed chartering in recent years.  
At 56m, the steel-constructed Regina is Turkey’s  
largest sailing yacht and, unlike many gulets, 
Regina is built to sail. Under her 1,140 square 
metres of sail area the experienced crew love to 
get her flying up to a graceful 10 knots along the 
clear waters of Turkey’s Mediterranean coast.  
Timeless Tom recently had the great pleasure of 
walking the same decks as the Bond actors and 
crew. The yacht is magnificently appointed with 6 
luxury cabins catering for up to 12 guests with a 
crew of 7. 
Regina has a beautiful, almost retro, schooner 
line with a flat deck forward to aft, a generous 
indoor saloon for formal dining, comfortable 
settees for relaxing and a baby grand piano.  
Perfect for sunning by day, the deck has two 
outdoor dining areas and also makes an excellent 
entertaining area by night.  
Click here for a virtual tour of Regina! 
You can charter Regina from Timeless even if your 
name is not Bond, James Bond! 

Welcome to our Timeless Newsletter for Christmas and New Year! If you are looking for ideas 
to plan a trip for this year or for 2014 or just interested in the latest travel news, read on!   

What a delight to see the whole classic James Bond style storming back to the silver screen in Skyfall, the 
50th anniversary Bond film released recently. 
For lovers of Turkey there is extra  interest as many of the most stunning scenes in the movie were shot in 
locations around the country starting  with the classic, thrilling bike and car chase through Istanbul’s  Grand 
Bazaar (will it ever recover?) and continuing to Adana’s rail bridge and Calis Beach on Fethiye Gulf.  
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Australian, New Zealand and Turkish government 
ministries are planning the 2015 commemorations of the 
centenary of the Gallipoli landings.  
In Australia, the Department for Veteran Affairs has set up 
a website www.gallipoli2015.dva.gov.au.   
Early announcements have suggested that a limit of 
10,000 visitors will be set for the Dawn Service: 8,000 
Australians and 2,000 New Zealanders chosen by ballot. 
Invited to comment by the DVA, Timeless stated forcefully 
that, rather than set artificial limits on attendance, the 
Department should be working with Turkish and NZ 
authorities to cater for all those wishing to attend. 
Over 60% of Anzac visitors come from Europe and the 
mainly young Australians who will make the pilgrimage are 
not in Europe yet; many are still in high school making 
holding a ‘ballot’ for places this year nonsensical. 
Time will tell whether common sense prevails over 
bureaucratic desires for order and whether remote sites 
are provided in other parts of the Gallipoli National Park 
with big screens, food and other facilities. 
The year 2015 will also be one of cultural exchanges, called 
the “Year of Turkey in Australia” and the “Year of Australia 
in Turkey”.  
It is also worth noting the intention of the Turkish 
government to commence construction this year of the 
country’s longest bridge over the Dardanelles from 
Gelibolu to Lapseki.  This will reduce traffic and ferry 
pressures around the Gallipoli National Park area and 
enhance the experience of visitors. 

**What’s News?** 
**NEW TOUR: Paint the Timeless 

Magic of Brittany and Paris** 

Timeless is joining with one of our clients, well-
known Sydney artist and architectural illustrator 
John Haycraft and his wife Pauline to arrange 
specialist art tours to destinations that promise 
painting and in-depth exploration. Where better to 
start than in France in June and July in Brittany, the 
fabulous ancient country of rugged coastlines, 
working fishing fleets, picturesque villages, the 
unique Breton people and delicious seafood?  
On the 2013 tour John will lead a small group to 
explore the Finistère, a land hemmed in by the Bay 
of Biscay. Based for 10 days in medieval Quimper 
with its magnificent Gothic cathedral then Paris, the 
painters and their companions will visit and paint in 
an enticing array of locations and eat in traditional 
seafood restaurants and creperies of the area.  
The 2013 tour will be in late June/early July.   
If you are interested in this or future programs, 
register your interest with Timeless and request a 
detailed itinerary and further information. 

Good News on Avis Rates. For self-drivers in Turkey 
‘seasons’ have changed. Rentals commencing in July 
and the first half of September are no longer high 
season and our rates are unchanged for the next 15 
months. With the strong Aussie dollar, car rentals in 
Turkey are cheaper than they have been for years. 
In addition, from April 2013, some new luxury 
vehicles are on offer such as the BMW 3.2 and 5.2, 
Mercedes E220, Grand Cherokee and the new Mini 
Cooper. Remember that the price of petrol in Turkey 
is almost double that of Australia so diesel is a 
cheaper and more economical option. We can also 
request GPS. 
For real car buffs: Consider a stopover in Abu Dhabi 
en route to your final destination. We now offer a 
new one day program: start with a tour of the ultra-
modern Formula 1 racing track on Yas Island 
including access to the track and behind the scenes 
areas followed by an afternoon at Ferrari World, the 
only fully air-conditioned amusement park 
anywhere with historical films and memorabilia from 
the earliest days of grand prix plus the thrills of the 
world’s fastest roller coaster and other gentler rides! 

Timeless Tours is also a wholesaler so, if you prefer to 
book our programs via your own travel agent, you can. 
Timeless is also a fully licensed travel agent and we 
arrange programs not only to our specialised destinations 
of TURKEY, SYRIA, JORDAN, ISRAEL, OMAN, IRAN, UAE 
(DUBAI, ABU DHABI), SPAIN, PORTUGAL and MOROCCO 
which we do for clients and agents worldwide.   
In 2012, we successfully arranged numerous cruises with 
the aid of our colleague, friend and cruise expert Roy 
Curtis, plus trips to many international locations in Europe, 
Africa, Asia and the Americas. 

How to book through Timeless Tours 

**About Cars** 

**GALLIPOLI 2015** 

LIFT OFF WITH KAPADOKYA BALLOONS  
We always encourage visitors to Cappadocia to experience 
ballooning but now, due to the Aussie dollar and the large 
number of passengers we send each year, we are able to 
offer our lowest ever prices on these flights - one of the 
great highlights of Turkey! 
The long (up to 1.5 hours) flight now costs only $280! 

www.timeless.com.au 
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**What’s Airline News?** 

**Etihad World First Again** 

Increasingly popular Etihad Airways which flies just 
one stop (Abu Dhabi) from Australia to many of our 
favourite destinations has won, for the fourth 
consecutive year, the World’s Leading Airline and 
World’s Leading Airline First Class awards at the 
World Travel Awards Grand Final 2012.   
Nearly 650,000 votes were cast by consumers and 
travel professionals from 191 countries.  
Etihad’s business class, with seats which convert to 
fully flat beds,  on-demand menus and personal 
choice movies, TV and music from a wide range of 
countries has also been widely praised by Timeless 
travellers. Contact us for details. 

Turkish Airlines, for the second consecutive year, was 
named the Best Airline in Europe at the Skytrax 2012 
World Airline Awards. Turkish also won the accolade 
for the Best Premium Economy Class Airline Seat in 
these awards voted by airline passengers worldwide. 
The airline is also maintaining its rapid growth – in 
November adding the 200th aircraft to its domestic 
and international fleet. THY has also added new 
destinations and now flies to 92 countries, more than 
any other airline in the world. In 2012, Turkish 
jumped from 22nd to 15th largest airline and has now 
overtaken Qantas which has dropped to 16th place.  

**New A380 Dubai Facilities** 

In 2013 Emirates Airlines is predicted to overtake 
Delta as the world’s second largest airline (United is 
the biggest). This week, the first gates of the worlds 
first dedicated A380 facility were opened at Dubai 
Airport’s Terminal 3. Each gate is specifically designed 
for the world's largest plane and features: 
• Extra spacious, state-of-the-art lounges 
• Direct boarding from First and Business Class 

lounges to the A380's upper deck 
• Underground train connecting to Terminal 3's 

main arrival and departure halls 
• Expanded dining options and duty-free shopping 
• Full-service hotel and spa for transit passengers 

Qantas will enter a partnership with Emirates from 
April 2013 which will mean that Qantas London 
flights, which used to go via Bangkok, will now have 
their refuelling stop in Dubai.  
The main advantage for Qantas flyers is that there will 
be ready connections from Dubai to dozens of cities in 
Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East.  
Emirates has an extensive route network out of Dubai 
to Timeless destinations such as Barcelona, Madrid, 
Lisbon, Casablanca, Amman, Damascus (currently 
suspended), Muscat and Tehran. 
We expect that there will be ‘Qantas’ through fares 
available to some of these in the future. The 
agreement should also mean that the increasingly 
popular premium economy class will be available as 
far as Dubai for long haul flights from Australia and 
return. Emirates has announced that they will 
continue their policy of not joining any of the frequent 
flyer alliances so we assume that, for Qantas/One 
World frequent flyers to accrue points, the Emirates  
flights will need to have a QF flight number. 

Turkish Airlines has also created a great new ad 
featuring their brand ambassadors, international 
soccer superstar Lionel Messi (Argentina, Barcelona) 
and US and Los Angeles Lakers’ basketball star Kobe 
Bryant. Click here to see the ad on YouTube! 

Malaysia Airlines, which flies to Istanbul several 

times each week from Australian cities via Kuala 
Lumpur, will be joining the One World group in 
February 2013. 
Passengers with Qantas or other One World frequent 
flyer memberships will be able to earn and burn 
points with MAS from next month!  

**Turkish Airlines -  
Europe’s Best Again** 

**The Game - Turkish Style** 

**Qantas Flies to London via 
Dubai from April** 

Go in Style - Access Airport Lounges 

Good news for the economy and premium economy 
class traveller! You can now purchase access passes to 
lounges at many airports around the world.  
Relax on the long haul - call us to make bookings!!   

www.timeless.com.au 
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A relatively new tourist destination since it opened to the world 40 years ago, Oman’s real reward for 
travellers comes outside the capital in the smaller towns and villages, in the rugged mountains, great 
deserts and along its 4000 km of coastline. Oman is a very safe country in which to travel even for those 
travelling on their own. The Omani people are genuinely friendly and hospitable to visitors, prices are 
reasonable and the scenery is stunning. 
Highlights include the palaces and forts of which Nizwa, Jabrin, Nakhl and Rustaq are great examples and 
among the more easily reached, the off road drive from Wadi Bani Awf into the Hajjar mountains, Nizwa – 
Oman’s cultural heart, the turtle beach at Ras al Jinz, the wadis such as Shab, Tiwi and Bani Khalid and the 
mighty deserts stretching from Wahiba Sands into the ‘empty quarter’. 
Apart from central Oman, exploration further afield can include Salalah on Oman’s more tropical south 
coast. Salalah was possibly the origin of the 3 wise men as it has gold, frankincense and myrrh and was 
certainly vital to Oman’s long shipping trade with Africa (and especially Zanzibar which was 
administratively linked with Oman under a British Protectorate until less than 50 years ago). Musandam on 
the northeast tip of the Arabian Peninsula and physically separated from central Oman is renowned for its 
fjords, mountains and marine life. 
As a visitor, it was great to see the improvement in roads and other facilities such as museums and tourist 
rest stops in both towns and rural areas. But especially gratifying is the increase in the number and quality 
of desert camps and of 4 and 3 star hotels in cities and areas of tourist interest. 
Muscat has long been known for its luxury resort hotels such as Al Bustan, Chedi, Hyatt and Shangri la. 
These magnificent properties are all quite far from commercial and residential areas. But there are now an 
increasing number of well located hotels which allow you to walk to restaurants, cafes and shops, enabling 
you to get the feel of people living and working in the city. We have always liked hotels such as Radisson 
Blu and Al Falaj for their facilities and proximity to real life in Muscat but they have now been joined by 
other reasonably priced alternatives such as City Seasons (no alcohol), Tulip Inn (no pool) and Park. 

November 2012  
The distance from Iran’s capital, Tehran, to Oman’s capital 
Muscat is not much further than that between Brisbane 
and Melbourne yet the difference in cultures, histories, 
geography and development covering the 3 countries of 
Iran, United Arab Emirates and Oman is incredibly diverse. 
Having visited Iran 2 years ago (see our 2010 Summer 
newsletter), Tom recently revisited the Emirates of Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai and the Sultanate of Oman. 
Oman is a magical destination for travellers. Muscat, the 
capital (and designated Arab Tourism Capital 2012), is a 
green, modern city along the shores of the Gulf with 
Portuguese forts and the traditional souk in Muttrah as 
reminders of its long history. Muscat has several luxurious 
beach resorts catering to Europeans and to jaded expats 
and locals from nearby Gulf and Arab countries. 

**Travelling in Oman** 

www.timeless.com.au 

OMAN Traveller Feedback: 
Two women in Oman, October-November 2012 
“It was the most amazing trip and we both loved every minute. For me, it is the most interesting country I have visited. 
And I definitely want to go again. Tours were great and everything worked as it should. Guides very helpful and happy 
to be flexible, do extra; but I think we were fortunate in getting very experienced guides.  
Everything worked and we had a wonderful time.” 
Jane, a client of Deborah, Travel Phase, Sydney 

http://www.timeless.com.au/sites/default/files/Timeless Summer Newsletter.pdf
http://www.timeless.com.au/sites/default/files/Timeless Summer Newsletter.pdf
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Outside the capital is a similar revelation. Interesting new properties which cater to different standards of 
travellers are appearing in the mountains, the desert and in coastal towns and cities. The pick of the new 
hotels is Sahab (no alcohol), a 27 room boutique hotel set in lush gardens with a lovely pool on Mt Jabal 
Akhdar over 1500m above sea level. With fabulous views and walks, Jabal Akhdar and its sister peaks such 
as Jebel Shams are in the Hajjar Mountains near Nizwa and even more enjoyable in the hotter months. 
Disappointingly, Nizwa still has only 3 hotels so staying at the properties in the mountains nearby is a good 
alternative. Apart from Sahab, others include Jebel Shams Resort, Sunrise Resort and The View. 
In the desert at Wahiba Sands, the most upmarket of the desert camps is Desert Nights. Apart from air-
conditioning, it has many other features enabling enjoyment of the desert without its discomforts (closed 
June, July and August).Other desert camps include 1000 Nights, Oryx and Desert Retreat.  Desert Retreat 
really tries to recreate the natural simplicity of the desert camp experience and its only real concession to 
modernity is western toilets.  
There are virtually no backpackers nor facilities for them in Oman! The government has consciously decided 
not to cater to backpackers and there are no cheap hotels or hostels (except those for migrant workers), no 
public buses, no trains and, outside the cities, no take-aways! Alcohol is not consumed in public and is only 
available in licensed premises. Some hotels are dry and don’t serve alcohol or allow it to be consumed; 
others don’t serve it but allow (eg duty free) alcohol to be consumed by guests; others serve and sell it but 
only in restricted areas. 
 

**Travelling in Oman**part 2 

OMAN Traveller Feedback:  
Oman, December 2012 
“Just back from 10 days in Oman, a country that has changed enormously in the past 30 years but takes great pride in 
its tribal customs, religion, hospitality, history and dress, yet is incredibly tolerant of and curious about other cultures. 
We travelled for much of the time with a wonderful Omani guide who took us to the most extraordinary places, the 
spectacular Wadi Ban Awf, the Hajjar mountains, the 17th century Nakhl Fort, Jabrin Fort with its magnificent ceiling 
paintings, Misfat Al Abrein, a picturesque village with its date palm gardens. We bargained in the souks in Muttrah and 
Nizwa for exquisite silver, intricate hand made khanjars, gold, turbans, dates, frankincense, myrrh, amber, copper, 
tribal jewellery.  
So many memorable moments, the Shuwawi carpet sellers with their goat hair rugs on Jebel Shams, the colourful 
Bedouin family and their home and camels in the Wahiba Sands Desert, the early mornings mist and silence at the 
Safari Desert Camp, the turtles laying their eggs in the sand under the stars and their tiny hatchlings scrambling down 
the beach to a new life in the ocean at Ras Al Jinz.  
What an extraordinary and beautiful place to visit. Definitely one for the bucket list.” 
Shelagh Graham 

Apart from talking to us, there is lots of good 
information on the Australian Oman Tourist 
Office website launched some 6 months ago  
Side Trip of a Lifetime.  
Oman can be visited year round but the best 
times are the cooler months November-February.  
Why not start planning a visit to this unspoiled 
jewel now?  

www.timeless.com.au 

In the ‘There is No Way You Could Know This’ category, 
Omanis identify over 100 varieties of dates from the palms 
which have provided them with food and shelter for 
millennia. Locals say the best of these is the ‘khalas’. 

All Timeless Oman tours are individually designed 
to suit your interests and time available and are 
accompanied by expert local guide/drivers. 
Sample programs are detailed on our website.  
We have added two new tours to our 2013 private 
programs: the 8 day Oman Trekking Odyssey and 
the 10 day Oman Coastal Odyssey. 

http://www.sidetripofalifetime.com.au/index.php
http://www.timeless.com.au/oman-tours.html
http://www.timeless.com.au/oman-tour-adventures/oman-trekking-odyssey-tour-8-days-7-nights.html
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http://www.timeless.com.au/oman-tours/oman-coastal-odyssey-tour-10-days-9-nights.html
http://www.timeless.com.au/oman-tours/oman-coastal-odyssey-tour-10-days-9-nights.html
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**The Romance of Train Travel** 

El Transcantabrico Clasico - from $3,645 per person:  
8 days/7 nights: Leon–Santiago de Compostela 
The Classic Transcantábrico journeys combine the best of the beauty of Green 
Spain and unmatched gastronomic delights for passengers in this amazing 
hotel on wheels. The magic of lands from Leon to Santiago de Compostela or 
reverse: northern Spain from Castilla y Leon to the Bay of Biscay awaits the 
traveller.  
El Transcantabrico Gran Lujo - from $5,715 per person:  
8 days/7 nights: San Sebastian–Santiago de Compostela 
Using the tracks of the historic coal trains of La Robla railway, the small size of 
the Transcantábrico train makes it very exclusive with only 14 double suites 
available with either single or double beds, (possibility of an additional extra 
bed). Only 28 people at most will enjoy the great service and attention. 

Tren Al Andalus - from $3,360 per person: 6 days/5 nights: Madrid–Zaragoza, or Seville–Seville 
Enjoy the privilege of a luxurious palace on wheels that has been completely renovated to create the hallmark of 
elegance and distinction of luxury tourist trains. Visiting Andalucia where you can enjoy World Heritage cities, 
gastronomy, scenery and nature, is an unforgettable experience. 
El Expreso de La Robla - from $1,145 per person:  
4 days/3 nights: Bilbao–Leon–Bilbao or Bilbao–Gijon–Bilbao  
An opportunity to ride in a vintage train at a very affordable  
price with amenities comparable to those of a hotel. For 4  
days cruise the north of Spain from Bilbao either inland to  
Leon or to Gijón following the Bay of Biscay and return.  
Combining both nostalgia and modernity these are journeys  
you will never forget.  

www.timeless.com.au 

Timeless introduces LUXURY SPAIN RAIL TRIPS with departures from March to October. Enjoy the tradition of 
cruising on rails for pleasure travel.                       Prices below based on 6 months advance purchase, twin share basis.  

THE DANUBE EXPRESS 
The allure of the transcontinental European train 
journey lives on and arriving in Istanbul by train 
remains the most exciting train adventure of all. 
The Danube Express links the continent's most 
enticing destinations: Budapest, Cracow or Prague, 
before approaching Istanbul along the Bosphorus 
where Topkapi Palace and the Blue Mosque mark the 
skyline. This is the only international private train in 
Europe with en suite compartments, lower beds (day 
armchairs) and air conditioning. An exclusive private 
train for only 50 passengers per tour with all meals 
and off-train excursions included along with 
complimentary house wine, beer and soft drinks, it 
offers the finest of sophisticated relaxed travelling, 
classical elegance, modern conveniences and fine 
dining. The complete journey by train into or from 
Istanbul will be available again in 2014. The National 
Geographic Travel site rates The Danube Express as 
one of the top ten train trips in Europe, saying ‘it is at 
the top of the food chain among European trains.’ 

MORE TRAIN NEWS 
*For lovers of train travel in Europe, 2013 brings the 
bad news that France has left the Eurail network.  
The good news is that, today, there are many European 
train passes. Travellers can choose from a wide range 
of one or multi country regional passes as many of our 
Timeless travellers have done in recent years. 
*A couple of years ago we told you of the opening of 
the Istanbul-Ankara high-speed rail line. It was soon 
discovered (unfortunately by accident!) that fast trains 
were unable to be operated without significantly 
upgraded track work. We understand that the line 
between Istanbul and Ankara will be closed in 2013 
while track construction is completed. 
*Meanwhile the Marmaray Tunnel project to link the 
railways of Europe and Western Asia under the 
Bosphorus is proceeding, as planned, towards an 
opening date of 29 October 2013.  
One day, subject to the political situation, it will be 
possible to travel from Damascus or Baghdad to 
London by continuous rail link. Once more! 



**Spain, Portugal and Morocco** 
Hi from Holly 
The news out of Spain for travellers is the opposite of that from 
the finance markets. It is all positive. Spain offers some of the best 
prices yet, gives excellent value and remains one of the most 
popular destinations in the world!  
For the Foodies out there - imagine not just enjoying Barcelona’s 
fabulous food but being under the wing of a chef on a bus seeing 
all the highlights of Barcelona!  I can't wait to get back there and 
try this one!  
I really think that this is the time to see the Iberian Peninsula and 
Morocco particularly as prices for our regular coach tours in Spain, 
Portugal and Morocco are the cheapest they have been for years.  
I am always ready to discuss your travel dreams and ideas with 
you, so read on and then give me a call or send me an email.  

What’s New in Spain:  
Meet the Barcelona Gourmet Bus 
We have many, many day tour excursion options all over Spain 
but the **new** Barcelona Gourmet Bus tour stands out.  
‘The stylish Gourmet Bus is not just a new tour but an 
innovative service that combines a panoramic sightseeing tour 
showcasing the best views of Barcelona with the enjoyment of 
an haute-cuisine dinner.’  
The Bus is a unique, luxury double-decker coach, custom 
designed as a restaurant with a spacious, comfortable dining 
area plus a glass roof allowing views of the city. The food is 
served from a specially designed glass fronted kitchen. The 
tasting service on board is presented by restauranteur Carles 
Gaig, winner of a Michelin star.  
The Gourmet Bus also provides each passenger with a 
personal iPad to listen to tour information in their own 
language. The iPads are also connected to external cameras 
for images of the route in both directions.  
The panoramic tour includes Barcelona’s leading points of 
interest such as the Casa Batlló, la Pedrera, Sagrada Familia, 
Torre Agbar, Arc de Triomf, Port Olimpic, Plaça d’Espanya and 
Montjuïc Mountain. 
Duration: 3 hours. $135 per person until 31 Mar 13, $150 per 
person from 01 Apr 13 

www.timeless.com.au 

Spain has a fabulous and extensive train 
network between cities such as Seville-Madrid 
and Madrid-Barcelona, which work well for our 
independent travellers. Timeless has been 
offered superb luxury train tours by our 
Spanish suppliers which can take you deep into 
the countryside and to all the sights while 
enjoying great on board service.  
Think of a cruise but on rail not water, 
complete with superb food and service and 
side trips by bus to nearby places of interest. 

Holly and Paul at the Alhambra, Granada, Spain 

Do you like walking? Ask us about trekking in the Atlas 

Mountains or Sahara Desert in Morocco!  



2013 SPAIN, PORTUGAL, MOROCCO COMBINED TOURS 
We offer a wide range of coach tours from half day to 19 days departing weekly from Madrid, Barcelona, Costa 
del Sol, Lisbon, Casablanca and Marrakech, with a choice of “Tourist Class” or “First Class” accommodation. 
Enjoy a fantastic 10% discount off our website listed prices for selected regular Spain, Portugal and Morocco 
coach tours of 4 days or longer commencing prior to 1 April 2013  (for new bookings only). 

E-2331 Portugal, Andalucia and Morocco 15 days Wednesdays Departs Madrid All Year 

E-2319 Spain and Portugal 19 days Wednesdays Departs Madrid  
13 March – 16 October 2013 

E-279 Castilla, Portugal and Andalucia 9 days Sundays Departs Madrid  
24 March – 27 October 2013 

E-2412 Andalucia and Morocco 12 days Thursdays Departs Madrid All Year 

The Imperial Cities Morocco 8 days Saturdays Departs Casablanca All Year 

Prices for travel in Spain, Portugal and Morocco are cheaper than ever with the strong Australian dollar 
especially for Spanish coach tours which are the cheapest prices we have ever offered. 
NEW for Portugal 2013  – Douro River cruises from Porto, from a half day lunch trip to multiple day cruises. 
Contact us for a quote – we can also design your private Morocco/Spain/Portugal trip for you! 

**Spain, Portugal and Morocco** 

*NEW* 18 days Complete Turkey Tour from $2,341 
18 day Turkish Odyssey from $2,053 
16 day Anatolian Discovery with Black Sea from $1,762 
14 day Glories of Turkey from $1,403 
14 day Marvellous Turkey from $1,373 
12 day Authentic Adventure Small Group from $1,837 
11 day Charming Turkey Small Group from $1,597 

11 day Classics of Turkey from $997 
10 day Turquoise Coast from $1,349 
*NEW* 10 day Classical Turkey Comfort from $1,133 
9 day Turkish Express from $943 
7 day Western Shore 1 from $898 
 

See our website or contact us for itineraries, dates and prices. 
All prices per person twin share, for lowest season. 

**Turkey** 

2013 OZTURK BOUTIQUE TOURS 
Turkish born Australian Hamit Ozturk has been leading his popular, personally designed Ozturk Tours for more 
than 10 years. Hamit’s fully inclusive tours are perfect for your visit to Turkey or beyond.  

Grand Sultan Turkey Tour 17 days 
Starts: Istanbul 
Ends: Istanbul 

Friday 10  – Sunday 26 May 
Friday 06 – Sunday 22 September 

Prices from $4,550 per person, twin share 

Best of Black Sea and Marvels of 
the East Combined Turkey Tour 

20 days Starts: Istanbul 
Ends: Istanbul 

Tuesday 28 May – Saturday 15 June 
Prices from $5,750 per person, twin share 

The Great Silk Road Tour 
(Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan) 

14 days Starts: Istanbul 
Ends: Tashkent 

Friday 26 April – Thursday 09 May 
Prices from $3,300 per person, twin share 

 **2013 EARLY BIRD TURKEY TOURS BOOKING SPECIAL**! 
Book and pay in full by Friday 25 February 2013 

For more details - full itineraries, prices and departure dates - please see our website or contact us! 

www.timeless.com.au 
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All of us who have had the chance to experience the 
marvellous friendship of Syrian people, the beauty of 
the country and the magnificence of the historical sites 
are devastated by the virtual civil war engulfing the 
country which shows no signs of resolution.  
Unfortunately, unlike some countries which have had 
an Arab Spring, the ethnic, religious and cultural 
differences in Syria which have been papered over 
under the Assads will only be exacerbated if and when 
the regime falls.  
Those who have enjoyed Syria with Timeless and our 
excellent local partners, be thankful you have had the 
opportunity. Much as we hate to predict it a post-
Assad Syria looks to us like a post-Tito Yugoslavia. 

Catching up with… 
Kapadokya Balloons under the leadership of 
internationally experienced pilots, Lars More and Kaili 
Kidner, pioneered the world’s best hot air balloon 
flights through the fabulous region of Cappadocia in 
central Turkey. Kaili  and Lars, who sold the company a 
couple of years ago, are now in semi-retirement and 
greatly enjoying not having to get up daily at 2 or 3am 
any longer! They have built a lovely house overlooking 
beautiful Selimiye bay, some 40km west of Marmaris. 
They spend their time sailing the Turkish coast and 
Greek islands, travelling elsewhere in Europe and 
visiting and entertaining their many friends. It is now over 20 years since we started working 

with the founder and owner of our Turkish 
partner Credo Tours, Sirma Gülgül. We are proud 
that this relationship has endured through good 
times and bad and thank Credo’s staff for their 
ongoing support, assistance and friendship to our 
travellers and to Timeless staff over that time.  
 

We also shared the great pleasure of our partner 
in Oman, Mark Tours, which was judged the ‘Best 
Tour Operator’ for the year 2012 by the Ministry 
of Tourism, Sultanate of Oman. The award was 
given after stringent scrutiny of their services, 
systems and procedures. 
 

Also in that part of the world, in the UAE, we 
have a new supplier, Meeting Point. A relatively 
young company, their operations are run by 
experienced and energetic young Austrian, Fabian 
Schreder and his competent multi-national staff.  
Meeting Point provides us with a greatly 
expanded range of hotels and tours in Dubai, Abu 
Dhabi and the other Emirates at very good prices. 
This will interest all those stopping over on Etihad 
or on Emirates flights in Abu Dhabi or Dubai. 
 

Following several successful private gulet charters 
we’ve arranged in 2012, we will now also work 
with Southern Cross Yachting based in Bodrum, 
Turkey. Run by Dave, a true blue Aussie and his 
Turkish-American partner Dina, Southern Cross 
offers excellent personalised service and 
attention to detail. Their main boat is the well-
priced 18 metre, 4 cabin traditional sailing gulet 
Southern Cross Timer which operates with a 
friendly, experienced crew. They also manage 
some smaller 2 and 3 cabin gulets and tirhandls.  

Tom and the Credo Crowd – Istanbul November 2012  

**Syrian Sadness** 

Information in this newsletter, put together by Chris Drum Berkaya, 
Holly and Tom, is believed to be correct at  the time of publishing. 

Please contact us for up to date information. 
We would also like to welcome Brooke Cameron to the Timeless Team! 

TIMELESS TOURS CONTACT DETAILS 
PHONE: (02) 9904 1239     TOLL FREE: 1800 671 610,  

FAX: (02) 9904 1809    EMAIL: travtour@timeless.com.au  

**Our Partners and Suppliers** 

www.timeless.com.au 
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**News from Turkey** 
MORE HOTELS IN TURKEY 
There are plenty of new and interesting hotels to choose from, particularly in Istanbul, where places of 
interest for visitors can be easily accessed from 3 central hotel areas.   
 

SULTANAHMET is the ‘Old City’ which, historically, was Constantinople and, before that, Byzantium. The 
area contains many hotels and is home to the most visited historic buildings: St Sophia, the Blue Mosque,  
Topkapi Palace and the Grand Bazaar.  
We normally recommend staying in Sultanahmet on a first visit to Istanbul.  
New, interesting hotels which have opened in the last few years include  
Levni, Sura and Sultanhan. None are in the cheaper bracket but all offer  
good locations, interesting architecture and heaps of character and style.  
 

TAKSIM is the centre of modern Istanbul, hub of public transport and  
commerce, close to conference centres and 5 star hotels and starting  
point for most tours.  
HOWEVER, BEWARE IN 2013. Some of the main roads into Taksim are  
being put underground causing massive noise and disruption to car, taxi,  
bus and pedestrian traffic. Even Metro entrances are affected. We would  
advise avoiding Taksim as a place to stay until this project is complete.  
Also allow extra time if you are using the airport shuttle HAVATAS  
between Taksim and the airport.  
 

BEYOGLU, located between Taksim and Galata Tower above the Golden Horn, is perhaps the most 
interesting part of Istanbul. Crammed with people 24 hours a day, every day of the year, Beyoglu offers an 
infinite variety of shops, bazaars, restaurants, cafes, bars and nightlife, cinemas, bookstores, and boutiques 
making it a great place to stay at any time of year. Beyoglu comes into its own in winter when Sultanahmet 
is much quieter after dark. There are several new hotels in the area apart from our much recommended 
standby, Richmond. Most impressive is Palazzo Donizetti (pictured), a restored grand old building, close to 
Istanbul’s original Pera Palas Hotel and the 4 star Marmara Pera.  
 

               BODRUM  Marina Vista Hotel is within walking distance of everything of interest in 
                our favourite coastal town. It has a fabulous all-inclusive breakfast with brilliant     
                views over the harbour and castle and a huge swimming pool. The hotel’s only fault 
                is noise between rooms and, at night, from the tiled poolside. Bodrum is big enough 
                to have a vibrant cultural life with lots of restaurants and cafes yet small enough to  
                walk almost everywhere.  
                A quieter option is the smaller Butterfly Hotel. Run by Patrick, the personable  
                manager, Butterfly is a small, immaculately kept eight room hotel for those who  
                prefer a restful time in a quieter residential part of town but still within walking 
                distance of the main attractions. For self-drivers it is easier to find. 
 

               CANAKKALE’s old Ottoman quarter is ignored by many travellers passing through 
                from Gallipoli. But a new hotel for Timeless is one resonating with the past:  
                Hotel des Etrangers (pictured) is a miniature hotel of just eight lovingly decorated  
                rooms. Every inch of the interior is new and the fittings modern, as only the walls  
                remain of Canakkale’s original hotel. If only those walls could speak! The infamous  
                Schliemann stayed here while he searched for and excavated Troy. The hotel is just 
                a few minutes’ walk from the clock tower, ferry, restaurants and museums. 

www.timeless.com.au 



Books from and about Turkey 
Some 30 years ago one of the most comprehensive guides to any city anywhere, Strolling Through Istanbul 
appeared. In 2010, a completely revised edition by Hilary Sumner-Boyd and John Freely (author of the 
original) was published. For anyone spending more than a few days in Istanbul this guide is invaluable. 
Well-known Ankara based academic, Norman Stone, has written Turkey, A Short History which will be 
useful for those planning to visit or who have visited recently.  
Another doyen of Turkish commentary, journalist Andrew Finkel, has produced a look at where Turkey has 
come from and where it is heading in his 2012 book Turkey: What Everyone Needs to Know. 
A Guide to Kayakoy (2012) is a loving look at Kayakoy Valley above Fethiye and particularly the abandoned 
Ottoman era Greek village which inspired Louis de Bernières to write his book Birds Without Wings. 
Authors, journalist Jane Akatay and trekking expert Dean Liversey, worked with Louis to incorporate parts 
of the book into their walking notes. Maps are included. The book is only sold in Fethiye for the benefit of 
the small Kayakoy primary school. De Bernières is author of Captain Corelli’s Mandolin and, as we told you 
in our previous newsletter, scriptwriter of the Australian movie, Red Dog. He will be at a literary festival in 
Fethiye/Kayakoy which will explore the links between Greece and Turkey in late April-early May 2013. 

MUSEUM NEWS 
GALLIPOLI: The Kabatepe Museum at Gallipoli has now reopened and has been vastly improved with 
modern hands-on, interactive features. 
ANKARA: The Museum of Anatolian Civilizations (sometimes known as the Hittite Museum) which 
contains, among other treasures, the original of the Timeless Hittite sun symbol logo, will be partially closed 
for renovation over the next couple of years. The Museum has selected some of the best objects from the 
closed areas and kept them on display. 
Ankara is not a popular tourist destination but, like Canberra in Australia which suffers a similar largely 
unwarranted local hostility, there is plenty to interest. Our favourite magazine on Turkey, the wonderful 
Cornucopia, has plenty more on Ankara’s hidden treasures in issue no. 47, 2012. 
ISTANBUL: The Archaeological Museum in Sultanahmet near Gulhane Park and Topkapi Palace is still under 
renovation but large areas have now been reopened and are well worth visiting. 
The Turkish and Islamic Arts Museum in Sultanahmet will be closed for renovation for all of 2013. 
 

ARCHAEOLOGY NEWS 
Visit some more remote sites with a rental car or pay a higher price for a car and driver/guide and be 
rewarded by that special sense of discovery. 
On the road from Ephesus to Pamukkale turn off for APHRODISIAS.  A superb new museum has opened at 
this well-excavated site, once the sculpture capital of the Ancient Roman world.  
New excavation work has been done recently at LAODICEA (modern Denizli near Pamukkale and less than 
an hour from Aphrodisias). Laodicea is one of the Seven Churches of the Revelation. 
SAGLASSOS is a little known site near Aglasun in the Taurus mountains, also near Burdur north of Antalya.  
Neglected for centuries, an enormous amount of excavation/restoration has been carried out in recent 
years. Now that the Belgian archaeologists have exhibited their findings in Belgium early 2012, the word is 
out about this magnificent site.   
At HATTUSAS, the UNESCO listed 2nd millennium BC Hittite capital site, a lot of recent work has also been 
carried out. Located north-east of Ankara and north of Cappadocia, the reconstruction of a section of the 
mud brick fortifications has added enormously to a visit. 

**On a literary note** 

**News from Turkey** 
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**Travellers’ Comments** 
Turkey Program for 8 Goondiwindi Gals!  May-June 2012 
Hi Tom & all at Timeless,  
I’ve been meaning to email ever since we got back from 
our fab trip to Turkey organised so well by you and your 
team. 
I just loved the whole experience (including the flights) – 
your bookings were all spot on – some lovely hotels - as 
you said, a variety, each with its own charm. Maybe some 
of the other girls have told you that we fell in love with 
Kas? Fell about laughing when we first saw the Kas Otel – 
(we’d been reading about it on trip advisor on the way 
there so knew, sort-of, what to expect!) but oh the 
position! AND we just felt at home there – loved the town 
& it’s people. I think I could almost live there. 
I also loved Sultanahmet – the sights, the shops ,the history 
& the Blue Hotel with its’ sensational position & roof top 
restaurant. I preferred there to the ‘new’ Taksim – but it 
was good to experience that part – yet another of Turkey’s 
many faces of course. 
And I loved the ruins and sculptures and Ataturk’s 
Mausoleum and the Markets and Bazaars and Bodrum and 
Yunak Evleri Hotel in Urgup (and Ziggy’s restaurant and 
shop there – sensational) and, and, and… 
All our guides were great – poor Damla picking us up – such 
a bedraggled crew we looked after our flight – but she 
soldiered on! 
Denizhan (sp?) was SO informative – we would have 
missed so much without his knowledge – same for Gucci 
(again spelling? – in Antalya) and Ur (oh heck  - Turkish 
words – but you will know) in Cappadocia. And Baha in 
Bodrum - we met up with him & his Aussie wife for drinks 
that evening which was nice. 
Our drivers were great – it became our mantra “oh thank 
goodness we are not self-driving!”! It was so cruisey to step 
off a plane & only have to look for our little man with his 
sign & just follow! When Mehmet picked us up in Izmir 
though, we said “do you speak English?” & got a quite curt 
“No” in return we thought “oh heck – that’d be right – AND 
we have him for 10 days”! But by the end, and after finding 
out a bit about him (English speaking guides came in handy 
for many things) we had all become very attached to him – 
and maybe he to us a little. I do hope that his 2nd child 
arrived safely and that he could get to visit his wife & new 
baby – it was a bit tricky with his work. Of course we WERE 
reminded how good we have it here, in so many ways – but 
then they have so much too – history – artistry – look I 
could be here reminiscing for a week but I would bore you 
to sobs – so I shall just end by saying thank you – you did a 
great job & I have recommended you already to others! 
I certainly hope that I can ask you to organise another trip 
for me – or for us as a group, we  would all happily travel 
together again (which could be called quite an 
achievement) – let’s make it sooner than later! 
With regards,  Binnie Donovan 

Turkey, Bodrum , September 2012 
Hi Tom, We have been back for a few weeks now and I 
thought I'd drop you an email to say thank you for arranging 
our tour of the Museum in Bodrum. It was a highlight. We 
really enjoyed Bodrum and didn't get out and about in the 
car at all. Everything was there. 
Thanks again and I look forward to seeing you again for our 
next overseas jaunt. 
Paula Loth 

Private Morocco Program, September 2012 
Holly, My clients enjoyed the trip immensely, particularly 
the services of their driver throughout. He was a fantastic 
driver and they only have the highest regards for him, as he 
took them places for the locals as well and they even went 
for lunch with him. The hotels were all excellent in different 
styles. The desert tent experience was a little on the 
primitive side, but to be expected. In Casablanca the Art 
Palace is trendy and good, the best places were the Maison 
Arabe and the Maison Bleue in Fes. Thanks again for 
organizing the trip, well worth the experience 
Andreas, Senior Travel Consultant, Cruises & Honeymoons 

Private Morocco Arrangements, May 2012 
Dear Holly, I am writing to thank you for booking a 
wonderful trip for our family. I wanted to write to say what 
a great companion Hicham was to us. He was so thoughtful, 
courteous, professional and well informed. Every part of the 
trip, he consulted us and planned ahead to make sure that 
things went smoothly and that our interests (e.g. 
photography, food preferences) were catered for. Hicham is 
a wealth of knowledge on Moroccan history and Berber 
culture. We also had great discussions on Islam and 
exchanged Arabic lessons with him for Chinese ones :) I will 
definitely be recommending him to friends who travel to 
Morocco.  
We also enjoyed most of our local guides, who were usually 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic. Perhaps the only exception 
is our local guide in Fez. 
The rooms you booked for us were beautiful. We enjoyed all 
the various properties along the way. It was a great idea not 
to pre-book dinners. The portions served everywhere were 
huge! Our only feedback would be to La Mamounia. It 
would be better if they gave guests the option not to have 
all sheets and towels changed daily! It was quite wasteful.  
The itinerary was well paced. We liked arriving in most cities 
in the afternoon, having a relaxing evening, then exploring it 
the next day. The only day that was longer than we 
expected was the drive from Fez to Boumalne. We left at 
8:30 am, and after site-seeing along the way, we did not 
arrive at our hotel til after 9pm. It was quite tiring for us and 
for Hicham.  
Thank you once again, and please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with me if you have any questions.  
Kind regards,  Emyo Wang 
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